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Theory of knowledge - Planning and progress form 
Completion of this form The completion of this form by each candidate and their teacher for theory of knowledge is a 
mandatory requirement. This will strengthen the process of writing the essay and support the authenticity of a candidate's 
work. Each completed form must be submitted to the IB, but will not be marked. 

Candidate This form must be completed during the planning and progress of your essay. It is a record of three interactions 
with your teacher. The first interaction should focus on discussing the prescribed titles and choosing the title for your essay. In 
your second interaction you should discuss initial explorations into your chosen title, and you may present to your teacher an 
exploration of those ideas in some written form. This will allow you to create a plan for the structure of your essay. For your 
final interaction you are encouraged to present to your teacher a full draft of your essay. The teacher is permitted to 
provide oral or written comments on your draft, but will not mark or edit your draft. 

Teacher You must have at least three interactions with each candidate; one early on in the process to discuss the prescribed 
titles, an interim session to discuss progress and a final session at which the candidate should present a full draft. Other 
interactions are permitted, but only these three should be recorded on this form. 

Prescribed title: 

Planning and 
progress 

Candidate's comments 
You are advised to include your comments soon after each interaction Date 

First interaction: 

Second interaction: 

Third interaction: 

English
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Teacher's comments: 

Completed declarations: 
I confirm that my comments above are accurate 

Candidate's name: 

Candidate session number:  Date: 

Teacher's name:  Date: 

School name: School number: 


	Text1: 
	Text2: 
	Text3: 2. How can we reconcile the opposing demands for specialization and generalization in the production of knowledge? Discuss with reference to mathematics and one other area of knowledge.
	Text4: While deciding on a topic, I knew one thing: whichever question involves math as an AOK, I will choose it. This somewhat peculiar tactic wasn't a problem for me since I like math and I was confident I'd manage. Nonetheless, I exchanged ideas with my teacher about the extent to which specialization and generalization are actually opposing. I wasn't sure whether these are always conflicting. My teacher also warned me to remember that the question is about the production of knowledge, and I should primarily focus on that.
	Text5: 27/10/2023
	Text6: I initially had two examples: ER diagrams and the figwort family. ER diagrams were discussed during my computer science classes last year. As for the figwort family, we had just finished cladistics in my biology class. So these examples seemed obvious. After some research, I also came up with "Eléments de mathématique" and the Standard Model. My TOK teacher said that the ER diagrams are an excellent example, but the others need some work in terms of sharpening the explanation. She pointed out that my arguments were too focused on explaining the examples themselves, not their discussion in terms of the question. 
	Text7: 15/12/2023
	Text8: At this point, my essay was almost finished. The teacher was satisfied with my introduction. However, she encouraged me to make some minor improvements. One of the improvements was changing the example about the figwort family. I wrote that, in biology, there are a few theories, in contrast to physics, which is based solely on theories. I had a brief discussion with the teacher, and she convinced me to somehow rephrase this part because it's a bit of an exaggeration. The argument about the workings of generalization in physics also required some clarification because it was confusing.
	Text9: 05/01/2024
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